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Press release

Liepaja, 02.10.2017

Showdown in Latvia:

championship leader Kajetanowicz on the way to his third title!
The final round of the 2017 FIA European Rally Championship takes place this weekend. Kajetan Kajetanowicz and Jarek Baran are on the way to their third consecutive championship title, with 24-points advantage over Portuguese duo of Bruno and Hugo Magalhães. The LOTOS Rally Team duo will compete against their opponents on very fast gravel special stages of Rally Liepāja. The Poles have a chance of setting a new, fantastic record – no other competitor has ever won three championship titles in a row!
– I have always respected my opponents. They, I – we all strive for perfection and we dream of the same things. Each one of us sacrifices a part of one’s life in order to be faster in one’s quest for the title. In the final showdown we fight for victory with multiple champion of Portugal. Bruno is a very talented driver and a cool guy. Just like me, he has a fast car and dedicated team, these are important keys to success. I wish us both good fun during this decisive battle – said Kajetanowicz, reigning double European Rally Champion, just before the start.

39 points up for grabs

Kajto has scored points in every round this season, notching up four podium places. Perfect strategy and detailed preparation for every single rally led to recording stage wins in no less than seven out of eight events run so far! After deducting his worst score (six best results count towards the final classification), he has 24-points advantage over Bruno Magalhães. Third-placed Frenchman Bryan Bouffier trails Kajetanowicz by 61 points. There are 39 points up for grabs in the final round of the season: seven for each of two legs and 25 for overall victory.

Kajetanowicz with number one on his car

Fifty three crews have entered the rally (39 are entered in the FIA ERC classification). Thirteen drivers will use the strongest cars of R5 category. Kajetanowicz and Baran will stick starting number one on their Ford Fiesta R5, the Magalhães brothers (Skoda Fabia R5) have number two while number three belongs to Alexey Lukyanuk and Alexey Arnautov (Ford Fiesta R5). Further down the entry list there are Latvian drivers Nikolay Gryazin and last year’s rally winner Ralfs Sirmacis (both Skoda Fabia R5).

Over 200 kilometres of fight

After three asphalt rounds, in Poland, Czech Republic and Italy, the European Rally Championship returns to gravel. The Latvian stages are famous for fast bends and plenty of straights where the cars often reach their maximum speeds. Changeable autumn weather might add even more excitement to the competition. The Qualifying Stage takes place on Friday (6 October) and afterwards the fastest drivers will pick up their starting positions for Saturday’s leg. It is over 97 kilometres long and consists of seven special stages. There are another six stages to go on Sunday and the winners of battles for rally victory and championship title should be announced at around 14:30 CET.

Starts of Kajetan Kajetanowicz and Jarek Baran are supported by strategic partner of LOTOS Rally Team – LOTOS Group – as well as CUBE.ITG, Delphi and Driving Experience. More info about Kajetan Kajetanowicz and the team available at: www.lotosrallyteam.pl, www.kajto.pl, www.fb.com/EmocjeDoPelna, www.fb.com/KajetanKajetanowicz, www.twitter.com/Kajto_pl and www.youtube.com/Kajtopl
The 2017 FIA European Rally Championship standings after round 7 of 8*:

1. Kajetan Kajetanowicz (Poland) 145 points

2. Bruno Magalhães (Portugal) 121 points

3. Bryan Bouffier (France) 84 points

4. Alexey Lukyanuk (Russia) 73 points

5. Marijan Griebel (Germany) 62 points

6. Grzegorz Grzyb (Poland) 60 points

7. Nasser Al-Attiyah (Qatar) 45 points

8. Jan Kopecký (Czech Republic) 39 points

9. José Maria López (Spain) 27 points

10. Alexandros Tsouloftas (Cyprus) 26 points

-. Panikos Polykarpou (Cyprus) 26 points

* Classification with one score dropped. Six best results out of eight rallies count towards the final standings
The 2017 Rally Liepāja in numbers:

· 1st position of Kajetan and Jarek in the overall FIA ERC standings ahead of Rally Liepāja;
· 8th round of the 2017 FIA European Rally Championship;
· 1 – starting number of the LOTOS Rally Team crew;
· 475 kms is the straight-line distance from Warsaw, capital city of Poland, to rally base in Liepāja, third-largest city in Latvia;
· 4th outing of Kajetanowicz in this event;
· 53 crews (including 39 in the FIA ERC classification) on the entry list for this year’s event;
· 29.64 kms – the longest special stage of the rally, Laidi;
· 151 points in six rounds run so far this season – the LOTOS Rally Team crew leads the FIA ERC standings;
· Four crews from Poland will take part in the Latvian FIA ERC counter;
· 204.22 kilometres – combined length of 13 special stages;
· For the 5th time Rally Liepāja is a part of the FIA ERC calendar;
· 24 points – the advantage of Kajetanowicz over second placed driver: Bruno Magalhães from Portugal;
· 116 – the number of stages won by Kajto in the FIA ERC so far;
· 13 crews entered for Rally Liepāja in top R5 cars;
· In their 23 previous FIA ERC outings Kajto and Jarek scored points.
Schedule of the 2017 Rally Liepāja (all times are CET):

Friday 6 October:

12:00 – Free Practice

14:30 – Qualifying Stage (Dunalka, 3.02 kms)

19:30 – Starting ceremony (Liepāja)

Saturday 7 October:

09:00 – SS 1 – Kazdanga 1 (11.49 kms)

09:40 – SS 2 – Laidi 1 (26.56 kms)

10:25 – SS 3 – Ram Irent (14.49 kms)

12:30 – Service A – 30 mins (Liepāja)

14:00 – SS 4 – Kazdanga 2 (11.49 kms)

14:40 – SS 5 – Laidi 2 (26.56 kms)

16:30 – Service B – 30 mins (Liepāja)

17:25 – SS 6 – Liepāja City Stage 1 (1.69 kms)

17:38 – SS 7 – Liepāja City Stage 2 (1.69 kms)

18:03 – Flexi Service C – 45 mins (Liepāja)

Length of special stages, Leg 1: 97.05 kms

Sunday 8 October:

07:10 – Service D – 15 mins (Liepāja)

08:00 – SS 8 – Priekule 1 (21.59 kms)

09:00 – SS 9 – Podnieki 1 (6.44 kms)

09:30 – SS 10 – Vecpils 1 (24.64 kms)

11:00 – Service E – 30 mins (Liepāja)

12:10 – SS 11 – Priekule 2 (21.59 kms)

13:10 – SS 12 – Podnieki 2 (6.44 kms)

13:45 – SS 13 – Vecpils 2 (24.64 kms)

14:50 – Service F – 10 mins (Liepāja)

15:10 – Ceremonial Finish (Liepāja)

Length of special stages, Leg 2: 107.17 kms

Length of special stages, Rally Liepāja: 204.22 kms
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Kajetan Kajetanowicz is a Polish rally driver who currently competes in the European Rally Championship for the LOTOS Rally Team. Kajetanowicz was born on March 5, 1979 in Cieszyn and currently resides in nearby Ustroń situated in Silesian Voivodeship in southern Poland. He’s career highlights include winning the European Rally Championship twice (2015, 2016) and the Polish Rally Championship (RSMP) four times (2010-2013).

In 2016 Kajetanowicz repeated his success from the previous year, clinching the European Rally Championship title for the second time in a row. Kajetanowicz’s team - LOTOS Rally Team also triumphed in the Teams' Championships. The Polish driver started his charge to the title from the first round of the season - Rally Islas Canarias, where he won more special stages than anyone else and outperformed World Rally Championship regular Mads Ostberg, who has over a hundred WRC outings to his name.

In his second outing the season - in Circuit of Ireland - the Pole finished second for the second time in a row. That allowed him to settle on top of the Championship standings. Over the course of the really Kajetanowicz turned out to be faster than British Rally Championship regulars and fought for the win withlocal ace Craig Breen. Kajetanowicz’s chargeback to the points was the standout performance of the extremely difficult Acropolis Rally. His fight paid off -  he managed to make up 26 places and remained the leader of the FIA ERC.

During the exotic Rally Acores, Kajetanowicz took the lead from the off and despite being hampered by transmission problems later on, he managed to finish on the podium for the second time in a row. Thanks to a streak of solid results in the first half of the season, Kajetanowicz accumulated 92 points, 15 clear of his nearest rival in the standings.

At the halfway point of the season came Kajetanowicz's debut in the WRC. This occurred during his home round of series - Rally Poland. This time the three-time winner of the event held in the Masurian Lake District came fourth in the highly-competitive WRC2 category.

Following his WRC one-off, Kajetanowicz successfully returned to competition in the FIA ERC, bagging second place on stunningly quick gravel stages of Rally Estonia. At the beginning of August the LOTOS Rally Team driver dominated his home round of the championship - Rajd Rzeszowski. Nearly 1100 days since his last outing in the event, ‘Kajto’ was in a class of his own, beating both Polish front-runners as well as the four-time rally winner Bryan Bouffier. The championship leader took a commanding win in the Subcarpathia region, winning eight out of 13 special stages and scoring 39 out of 39 possible points. During Barum Rally Zlín, from the off Kajetanowicz was set to repeat his brilliant result achieved in the 2015 edition of the event and despite suffering from engine problems, he managed to finish a brilliant second.

Over the course of the season the Polish driver showed impressive combination of pace and consistency, winning 29 out of 103 (28%) special stages he started this year. Even more impressively, he finished 71 special stages in top three (69%).

The same year Kajetanowicz was awarded the Fair-Play award by the Polish Olympic Committee for the sportsmanship he presented during Barum Rally Zlín. The Pole noticed that a fellow competitor suffered a serious-looking accident that was overlooked by others who passed by. Kajetanowicz sacrificed his stage time and stopped by the crashed car to check if the driver and co-driver were alright.

In 2015 Kajetanowicz won the FIA ERC crown for the first time. He started his route to what was arguably the greatest success of his career to date with a commanding win in the Janner Rally where he crushed the opposition. He also showed good pace a month later, during - held in the winter aura - Rally Liepāja-Ventspils in Latvia. In his debut in Circuit of Ireland he finished second, only behind local ace Craig Breen. In May the Polish driver secured a podium finish in Rally Acores. An important point in the season was Kajetanowicz’s impressive debut on fast gravel stages of Rally Estonia.

Second part of the season Kajetanowicz started on a high, with a third place in Barum Rally Zlín, an event traditionally with the strongest entry list of the season. The last two rallies of the season turned out to be a triumphant knockout - first on the twisty routes of Cyprus and then at the iconic Acropolis Rally - that sealed the FIA ERC title for Kajetanowicz and his co-driver Jarek Baran. The LOTOS Rally Team duo secured the biggest success of their career, showing style and pace that left spectators the world over highly impressed.

Kajetanowicz and Baran, driving Ford Fiesta R5 run by the Polish arm of M-Sport, impressed especially with efficiency - the Poles brought valuable points from every single rally they took part in. Moreover, they have finished as many as seven of eight rounds of championship on a podium, three of which - Janner Rally, Cyprus Rally and Acropolis Rally - they have won. 

Kajetanowicz and Baran are only the third Poles to win the FIA ERC. Kajetanowicz’s success is a link to other historic triumphs of great Polish rally drivers, that is Sobieslaw Zasada’s three titles clinched in the 60s and 70s as well as the sole title won by Krzysztof Hołowczyc in 1997. At the end of 2015 Kajetanowicz reached his third career triumph in the prestigious Warsaw Barbórka Rally and won the legendary Criterion of Aces (Kryterium Asów) held on Karowa Street in the heart of the Polish capital.

In 2014 Kajetanowicz competed in the FIA ERC for the first time with a broader program, having contested eight round of the series. The LOTOS Rally Team driver has accumulated 100 points and finished fourth in the overall standings. Seven of eight rounds of the series were new to Kajetanowicz. Despite that, in the new and unknown rallies the Polish ace proved his skills, winning 13 special stages, finishing in top three on 41 stages, and standing on a podium on three occasions. Thanks to his impressive performance in Cyprus Rally Kajetanowicz landed the Colin McRae Flat Out Trophy - an award given for speed and uncompromising attitude. In addition, Kajetanowicz won the FIA ERC Gravel Masters title for the driver who was the best in rallies held on loose surface.

Between 2010 and 2013 Kajetanowicz won the Polish Rally Championship title four times in a row. In 2013 the LOTOS Rally Team driver won all the rounds of his domestic championship that he took part in and that is: Rajd Świdnicki, Rajd Karkonoski, Rajd Wisły, Rajd Rzeszowski, Ralis Kauno Ruduo in Lithuania and finally Rally Poland, with the latter one being also a round of the FIA ERC. Kajetanowicz finished 2013 on a high with a triumph in the Warsaw Barbórka Rally and the prestigious Criterion of Aces. Twice in a row - in the 2010 and 2011 seasons - he won Rally Poland, something that hasn’t been achieved by any Pole for almost 90 years. He managed to repeat this success in 2013, winning the the most prestigious rally in his homeland for the third time in this career in an impressive style that earned him his first Colin McRae Flat Out Trophy.

As early as in 2008, Kajetanowicz secured his first major success, becoming vice-champion in the Polish Rally Championship and a champion in group N. Only two years later he clinched his first of four titles of the Polish Champion. His achievements in his domestic championship, plus his two European Rally Championship titles, speak for themselves, making Kajetanowicz the most decorated Polish rally driver of current generation.

Kajetanowicz also serves as an instructor in a driving school for several years, promoting safety and successfully encouraging people to improve their driving skills.

Jarek Baran is a Polish rally co-driver representing Automobilklub Krakowski. Baran was born on December 24, 1967 in Cracow and comes from a family with rallying traditions. His brother Maciej is also a co-driver. Since 2009 Baran has been a co-driver of Kajetan Kajetanowicz.

With the support from his father - a rally driver and co-driver himself - the older of the Baran brothers took part in his first rally as a driver. He did not make it to the end of his first rally though... because he got lost. The experience prompted him to go to the nitty-gritty of co-driving, and now as a professional co-driver he has nearly 250 rally outings and more than 90 podium finishes to his name.

Baran made his Polish Rally Championship debut in 1989. Throughout his long career he remained faithful to the colours of Automobilklub Krakowski. Over the years he has represented most of major players and factory-backed teams in the Rally Rally Championship. During his career he has clinched more than 20 class and group titles.

The 50-year-old holds several records in the Polish Rally Championship - number of starts (over 140), rally wins (35) and podium finishes (63). He’s also a holder of the record number of titles in the series, having won with three times with the late Janusz Kulig (1997, 2000, 2001) and four times alongside Kajetanowicz (2010, 2011, 2012, 2013). In 2001 with Kulig he finished as a runner-up in the European Rally Championship, and in 2015 together he secured the first of his two titles won with Kajetanowicz.

For years Baran has been sharing his vast knowledge and experience within his rally co-drivers school. The project has so far had four full editions in which more than 50 young athletes have expanded their knowledge on the subject of rally co-driving. In 2009, in cooperation with Polish Automobile and Motorcycle Association (Polski Związek Motorowy), he conducted a series of training sessions for more than 250 young co-drivers in five of the country's biggest clubs.

TEAM’S PARTNERS

LOTOS is one of the largest companies in Poland, whose activities are of strategic meaning for country and European safety in energy and economy industry. LOTOS explores natural gas and oil in Poland, Norway and Lithuania. The company owns one of the state-of-the-art European oil refineries in Gdańsk, where crude oil is refined into mostly high-quality fuels, including premium fuels – LOTOS Dynamic.

LOTOS runs a chain of almost 490 fuel stations located conveniently along highways and dual carriageways in all metropolitan areas and many towns all around Poland. LOTOS fuels are used in almost one-third of all cars in Poland. LOTOS is also a leading manufacturer of engine oil, road bitumen and lubricants for cars, airplanes, trains, ships and even tanks.

LOTOS is also the main sponsor of Polish national football team and national ski-jumping team. More information available on company’s website: www.lotos.pl.

LOTOS Dynamic fuels, thanks to its unique recipe and ingredients, help their users to optimize the way they use their engines, improving dynamics, reaction time and overall performance of their cars. In addition to this, fuel components help to reduce friction within the engine and protect fuel systems from the risk of corrosion.

In 2009, thanks to launching the Dynamic fuel, LOTOS Paliwa was awarded the Europrodukt prize. The year before the fuel won the Product of the Year award by the Polish Chamber of Liquid Fuels as well as the Top Product of Pomerania award in a plebiscite organized by the editorial board of Dziennik Bałtycki - the biggest daily newspaper in the region. In 2010, LOTOS Dynamic fuel received the prestigious Golden Consumer's Laurel award and in 2011 - the Client's Grand Prix Laurel. Detailed information on the state-of-the-art Dynamic fuels and special purchase offers can be found at: www.lotosdynamic.pl.

CUBE.ITG S.A. (formerly Microtech International) was established in 1990. In 2012 in the merger of three major players on the IT market (Microtech International, CUBE Corporate Release and Innovation Technology Group), the company changed its name from Microtech International to CUBE.ITG. The merger of three out of four companies of the Capital Group into one entity implied the emergence of a significant player on the Polish IT market, with a team of 550 IT specialists with extensive experience, unique expertise and know-how in the complex area of implementation of IT solutions in large and medium enterprises.

CUBE.ITG has branches in the biggest Polish cities: Warsaw, Wrocław, Poznań, Cracow and Gdańsk as well as 25 service points. For more information visit www.cubeitg.pl.

Delphi

For more than a century, Delphi has developed innovative technologies for the automotive industry. And we’re still going strong. Today, we deliver advanced electrical and electronic, powertrain and safety technologies  to the world’s largest vehicle manufacturers – helping make vehicles that are safer, greener and better connected. We bring this same expertise to the aftermarket with a portfolio that covers every area, from brakes to steering, air conditioning to ignition, engine management to fuel systems – whether the vehicle is a hybrid, or powered by gasoline or diesel. But regardless of what it is, or indeed who it’s for, one thing is for sure…every Delphi part is manufactured to meet the same standards of performance, consistency and durability as the OE. And because we know the vehicle inside-out, we offer the tools, training and technical support for efficient, accurate and affordable repair too. For quality you can trust, fit Delphi. Find out more on delphiautoparts.com.

Driving Experience - a brand for many known under its previous name - SJS Experience; since 2006 is associated with Kajetan Kajetanowicz. Its activity is focused on automotive events for corporate clients held on race tracks in Poland and abroad. Driving Experience offers basic team-building meetings as well as more unusual events. Unforgettable emotions during the events are guaranteed by a fleet of high-performance cars and a team of experienced instructors. Driving Experience's stable is comprised of stunning cars such as Lamborghini Huracan, Ferrari 458 Italia, Aston Martin V8 Vantage, Nissan GTR and Porsche 911 Martini Racing Edition, all causing admiration especially when driven around a track with an experienced instructor alongside. For the fans of rallying a chance to drive a Subaru Impreza or a Mitsubishi Lancer Evo is an irresistible treat. The cars, despite being undeniably impressive, would be nothing without the team of Driving Experience's instructors, amongst whom Kajetanowicz is permanently present. Driving Experience group also owns other well-known brands - Subaru Driving School and AMG Driving Academy Poland. For more information visit: www.drivingexperience.pl.
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