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Press release

Alghero, 9.06.2018


Excellent pace of Kajetanowicz in the closing stages of Rally Italia Sardegna! 
The LOTOS Rally Team crew score points in WRC-2
The final leg of round seven of the World Rally Championship turned out to be very successful for the LOTOS Rally Team crew. Kajetan Kajetanowicz and Maciej Szczepaniak gained experience with every passing day of their first outing together, dynamically increasing their pace. Today they finished among the frontrunners in WRC-2, setting second- and third-fastest stage times. For the triple European Rally Champion these are career-best results on single stages in the World Rally Championship, recorded in his first WRC event this season! Excellent pace was confirmed by second-fastest result for Kajetan and Maciek in Sunday’s leg classification.
Huge crowd of passionate fans watched the competition on Italian island and there were many Polish flags as well. Narrow, mixed and very demanding gravel roads represented a great challenge, and Rally Italia Sardegna is famous for its demands. Kajetanowicz was the only WRC-2 driver who competed on this route for the first time in his career. Every rival had at least one outing in this event under his belt, so Kajto had to be flexible and vigorously adapt to the situation, in order to take right decisions quickly.

He definitely managed to do it over the course of today's leg. Kajetanowicz and Szczepaniak claimed second position, setting top four times on each stage – and top three times on SS18 and SS19. In the overall WRC-2 standings the LOTOS Rally Team duo finished the rally in seventh place.
– We have finished an extremely difficult Rally Italia Sardegna. Today it was very fast – our stage times allowed us to claim second position in this leg. This is World Rally Championship and very important day for me, my heart was beating really hard on the final stage. I was the only WRC-2 rookie here and we managed to set some top-three times. I had not expected it before the start because I know the rhythm of getting to know the characteristics of a given rally and you cannot take express classes on this subject. I am grateful to our partners because thanks to them we were able to take this step to WRC and start the season I had been dreaming about for a long time. I want to say thank you to everyone in the LOTOS Rally Team and to the fans for their huge support. We have learnt a lot over the course of this weekend, we know what can be improved. Soon we will take a decision regarding our next event. We will do our best there, as well! – said Kajetan Kajetanowicz, the LOTOS Rally Team driver.

– It was an unusual edition of Rally Italia Sardegna. This is my eight time here but I do not remember such heavy rain as the one we had on Friday. In terms of road surface, this rally is one of the most demanding in the World Rally Championship, especially with the new generation of WRC cars, which cause huge damage to the road. This is why Kajetan earned even more respect for his brave efforts and coping with these extreme conditions. We had some problems but this is part of this sport. At the beginning we fought more with different adversities rather than with our rivals. Today we managed to complete a clean day and I think that everybody noticed what the triple European Rally Champion is capable of. We scored some points and Sunday gives us plenty of optimism for the future – added Maciej Szczepaniak.
The best rally drivers in the world have six more round to go in 2018 season. The following round takes place on gravel stages in Finland (26-29 July), then the fight moves to German tarmac (16-19 August). Marmaris Rally Turkey takes place in September, followed by Wales next month (4-7 October) – both rounds are run on gravel. October brings also the only event on mixed, tarmac and gravel roads – in Spain (25-28 October). The season comes to an end in Australia (15-18 November). This year’s schedule of Kajetanowicz and Szczepaniak consists of at least four rallies. The information about their next outing will be announced soon.
Starts of Kajetan Kajetanowicz are supported by strategic partner of LOTOS Rally Team – LOTOS Group – as well as Delphi Technologies and Driving Experience. More info about Kajetan Kajetanowicz and the team available at: www.lotosrallyteam.pl and www.kajto.pl, as well as at: www.fb.com/EmocjeDoPelna, www.fb.com/KajetanKajetanowicz, www.twitter.com/Kajto_pl and www.youtube.com/Kajtopl.
***

Kajetan Kajetanowicz is a Polish rally driver who currently competes in the European Rally Championship for the LOTOS Rally Team. Kajetanowicz was born on March 5, 1979 in Cieszyn and currently resides in nearby Ustroń situated in Silesian Voivodeship in southern Poland. He’s career highlights include winning the European Rally Championship twice (2015, 2016) and the Polish Rally Championship (RSMP) four times (2010-2013).

In 2017, Kajetan Kajetanowicz was the first one in over 60 years of Rally Championships to win three times in a row, going down in the history of European rally sport.

Kajetan Kajetanowicz is a Polish rally driver who competed in the 2017 European Rally Championship for the LOTOS Rally Team. Kajetanowicz was born on March 5th, 1979 in Cieszyn and currently lives in nearby Ustroń, a city situated in the Silesian Voivodeship in the South of Poland. He is a three-time European Rally Champion (2015-2017) and four-time Polish Rally Champion (RSMP) (2010-2013).  

In 2016, Kajetanowicz repeated his success from the previous year, winning the European Rally Championship title for the second time in a row. Kajetanowicz’s team - LOTOS Rally Team also triumphed in the Teams' Championships. The Polish driver had his eyes set on the title from the first round of the season - Rally Islas Canarias, where he outperformed World Rally Championship regular Mads Ostberg, who had completed over a hundred WRC races.

In his second outing that season - in Circuit of Ireland - the Pole finished second for the second time in a row. Over the course of the rally, Kajetanowicz turned out to be faster than British Rally Championship regulars and fought with local ace Craig Breen for the win. Kajetanowicz’s chargeback to the points was the standout performance of the extremely difficult Acropolis Rally. His fight paid off- he managed to make up 26 positions and remained the leader of the FIA ERC.

During the exotic Rally Acores, Kajetanowicz took the lead from the beginning and despite being hampered by transmission problems later on; he managed to finish on the podium for the second time in a row. Thanks to a streak of solid results in the first half of the season, Kajetanowicz accumulated 92 points, 15 points ahead of his nearest rival.

Kajetanowicz's debut in the WRC came halfway through the season during his home round of series - Rally Poland. This time the three-time winner came in fourth in the highly competitive WRC2 category.

Following his WRC one-off, Kajetanowicz successfully returned to the competition in the FIA ERC, finishing in second place on stunningly quick gravel stages of Rally Estonia. At the beginning of August, the LOTOS Rally Team driver dominated his home round of the championship - Rajd Rzeszowski. Nearly 1100 days since his last race in the event, ‘Kajto’ was in a class of his own, beating both Polish front-runners as well as the four-time rally winner Bryan Bouffier. The championship leader took a commanding win in the Subcarpathia region, winning eight out of 13 special races and scoring 39 out of 39 possible points. During Barum Rally Zlín, Kajetanowicz was set to repeat his brilliant result achieved in the 2015 edition of the event and despite suffering some engine problems, he managed to finish a brilliant second.

Over the course of the season, the Polish driver showed an impressive combination of pace and consistency, winning 29 out of 103 (28%) special stages he started this year. Even more impressively, he finished 71 special stages in top three (69%).

The same year Kajetanowicz was awarded the Fair-Play award by the Polish Olympic Committee for the sportsmanship he presented during Barum Rally Zlín. The Pole noticed that a fellow competitor suffered a serious looking accident that was overlooked by others who passed by. Kajetanowicz sacrificed his stage time and stopped by the crashed car to check if the driver and co-driver were all right.

In 2015, Kajetanowicz won the FIA ERC crown for the first time. He started his route with a commanding win in the Janner Rally where he crushed the opposition. He also showed good pace a month later, during - held in the wintertime - Rally Liepāja-Ventspils in Latvia. In his debut in Circuit of Ireland, he finished second, only behind local ace Craig Breen. In May, the Polish driver secured a podium finish in Rally Acores. An important point in the season was Kajetanowicz’s impressive debut on fast gravel stages of Rally Estonia.

Kajetanowicz started the second part of the season on a high rise, with third place in the Barum Rally Zlín, an event that traditionally has the strongest entry list of the season. The last two rallies of the season turned out to be a triumphant knockout - first on the twisty routes of Cyprus and then at the iconic Acropolis Rally - that sealed the FIA ERC title for Kajetanowicz and his co-driver Jarek Baran. The LOTOS Rally Team duo secured the biggest success of their career, showing style and pace that left spectators worldwide highly impressed. 

Kajetanowicz and Baran impressed especially with efficiency - the Poles won valuable points in every single rally. Moreover, they have finished as many as seven of eight rounds of the Championships on the podium, three of which - Janner Rally, Cyprus Rally and Acropolis Rally - have won. 

Kajetanowicz and Baran are only the third Poles to win the FIA ERC. Kajetanowicz’s success is a link to other historic triumphs of great Polish rally drivers, that is Sobieslaw Zasada’s three titles in the 60s and 70s as well as the sole title won by Krzysztof Hołowczyc in 1997. At the end of 2015, Kajetanowicz reached his third career triumph in the prestigious Warsaw Barbórka Rally and won the legendary Criterion of Aces (Kryterium Asów) held on Karowa Street in the heart of the Polish capital.

In 2014, Kajetanowicz competed in the FIA ERC for the first time with a broader program, having competed in eight rounds of the series. The LOTOS Rally Team driver collected 100 points and finished fourth in the overall standings. Seven of eight rounds of the series were new to Kajetanowicz, who proved his skills, winning 13 special stages, finishing in the top three of 41 stages, and standing on the podium on three occasions. Thanks to his impressive performance in Cyprus Rally Kajetanowicz landed the Colin McRae Flat Out Trophy - an award given for speed and determined display. In addition, Kajetanowicz won the FIA ERC Gravel Masters title for the best driver in rallies held on loose road surfaces.

Between 2010 and 2013, Kajetanowicz won the Polish Rally Championship title four times in a row. In 2013, the LOTOS Rally Team driver won all the rounds he competed in, including: Rajd Świdnicki, Rajd Karkonoski, Rajd Wisły, Rajd Rzeszowski, Ralis Kauno Ruduo in Lithuania and finally Rally Poland, with the latter one being also a round of the FIA ERC. Kajetanowicz finished 2013 on a high with a triumph in the Warsaw Barbórka Rally and the prestigious Criterion of Aces. Twice in a row - in the 2010 and 2011- he won Rally Poland, which has not been done in almost 90 years. He managed to repeat this success in 2013, winning the most prestigious rally in his homeland for the third time in this career in an impressive style that earned him his first Colin McRae Flat Out Trophy.

As early as in 2008, Kajetanowicz secured his first major success, becoming vice-champion in the Polish Rally Championship and a champion in group N. Only two years later, he won his first, out of four, Polish Championship titles. The achievements in the domestic championship, plus his two European Rally Championship titles, speak for themselves, making Kajetanowicz the most successful Polish rally driver of current generation.

Kajetanowicz also worked as an instructor in a driving school for several years, promoting safety and successfully encouraging people to improve their driving skills.
TEAM’S PARTNERS

LOTOS

LOTOS is one of the largest companies in Poland, whose activities are of strategic meaning for country and European safety in energy and economy industry. LOTOS explores natural gas and oil in Poland, Norway and Lithuania. The company owns one of the state-of-the-art European oil refineries in Gdańsk, where crude oil is refined into mostly high-quality fuels, including premium fuels – LOTOS Dynamic.

LOTOS runs a chain of almost 500 fuel stations located conveniently along highways and dual carriageways in all metropolitan areas and many towns all around Poland. LOTOS fuels are used in almost one-third of all cars in Poland. LOTOS is also a leading manufacturer of engine oil, road bitumen and lubricants for cars, airplanes, trains, ships and even tanks.

LOTOS is also the main sponsor of Polish national football and ski-jumping teams. The company also supports Poland's best tennis player Agnieszka Radwańska, is a partner of Robert Kubica and the official sponsor of Tour de Pologne, the biggest cyclicing race in the country. More at: www.lotos.pl.
LOTOS Dynamic fuels, thanks to its unique recipe and ingredients, help their users to optimize the way they use their engines, improving dynamics, reaction time and overall performance of their cars. In addition to this, fuel components help to reduce friction within the engine and protect fuel systems from the risk of corrosion.

In 2009, thanks to launching the Dynamic fuel, LOTOS Paliwa was awarded the Europrodukt prize. The year before the fuel won the Product of the Year award by the Polish Chamber of Liquid Fuels as well as the Top Product of Pomerania award in a plebiscite organized by the editorial board of Dziennik Bałtycki - the biggest daily newspaper in the region. In 2010, LOTOS Dynamic fuel received the prestigious Golden Consumer's Laurel award and in 2011 - the Client's Grand Prix Laurel. Detailed information on the state-of-the-art Dynamic fuels and special purchase offers can be found at: www.lotosdynamic.pl.
Delphi Techologies
Delphi Technologies is a technology company focused on providing electric vehicle and internal combustion engine propulsion solutions, in addition to solving emissions and fuel economy challenges for the world's leading automotive OEMs. In the aftermarket, its lineup includes brakes, steering & suspension, air conditioning, engine management, ignition, fuel, fuel injection systems, advanced diagnostic and test equipment, technical training and more. All geared to putting its customers a step ahead in servicing and maintaining today’s sophisticated vehicle systems.

More at delphiautoparts.com
Driving Experience
Driving Experience a brand for many known under its previous name - SJS Experience; since 2006 is associated with Kajetan Kajetanowicz. Its activity is focused on automotive events for corporate clients held on race tracks in Poland and abroad. Driving Experience offers basic team-building meetings as well as more unusual events. Unforgettable emotions during the events are guaranteed by a fleet of high-performance cars and a team of experienced instructors. Driving Experience's stable is comprised of stunning cars such as Lamborghini Huracan, Ferrari 458 Italia, Mercedes AMG GT-R, Mustang GT or Porsche 911, all causing admiration especially when driven around a track with an experienced instructor alongside. For the fans of rallying a chance to drive a Subaru Impreza or a Mitsubishi Lancer Evo is an irresistible treat. The cars, despite being undeniably impressive, would be nothing without the team of Driving Experience's instructors, amongst whom Kajetanowicz is permanently present. Driving Experience group also owns other well-known brands - Subaru Driving School and AMG Driving Academy Poland. For more information visit: www.sjs.pl.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Further information regarding Kajetan Kajetanowicz and his team are provided on the following pages: 

www.lotosrallyteam.pl, www.kajto.pl, www.fb.com/EmocjeDoPelna, www.fb.com/KajetanKajetanowicz, www.twitter.com/Kajto_pl and www.youtube.com/Kajtopl
Contact: 

Gabriel Borowy

Press Officer of Kajetan Kajetanowicz
media@kajto.pl
+48 734 411 066

www.kajto.pl
www.facebook.com/KajetanKajetanowicz
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