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Jeddah, 26 November 2025
Kajetanowicz and Szczepaniak lead the rally, exciting evening in Jeddah
Rally Saudi Arabia, the final round of the 2025 World Rally Championship season, kicked off with a spectacular superspecial stage in Jeddah. Kajetan Kajetanowicz and Maciej Szczepaniak set the fastest time in the WRC2 Challenger and WRC2 categories, claiming overnight lead in both categories.

Saudi Arabia is hosting the World Rally Championship round for the first time in history. Jeddah became the base of the event and the opening clash of the entire field took place in this city, on the Red Sea coast.

Twisty 5-kms superspecial stage, relatively long compared to other city tests, was set up in the Corniche district, famous for its Formula 1 track. Two cars took the stage side-by-side and apart from narrow and slippery route, the crews were also challenged by the need to use gravel setup and tyres on tarmac surface.

Kajetanowicz and Szczepaniak put in a great performance during the evening stage. The ORLEN Rally Team duo defeated their compatriots Daniel Chwist and Kamil Heller in a head-to-head duel, setting the fastest time in both the WRC2 Challenger and WRC2 categories.

– Rally Saudi Arabia has started. As a warm-up, the organisers have prepared a superspecial stage which was not so short but quite enjoyable to drive – so congratulations to them. We set the fastest time among the WRC2 Challenger crews and additionally in the overall WRC2 category but I know this is just the beginning. The main task begins early tomorrow morning. We do not have much sleep, as we still have some homework to do today – Kajetan Kajetanowicz, the ORLEN Rally Team driver, commented after the first stage.

Tomorrow morning the rally will move onto the gravel roads around Jeddah. Thursday’s part of the 2025 season finale features two runs of the Al Faisaliyah (19.36 kms), Moon Stage (20.12 kms) and Khulais (11.33 kms) stages. The day will end with another pass of today’s superspecial.

Starts of Kajetan Kajetanowicz are supported by the title partner of the ORLEN Rally Team – ORLEN S.A., as well as technical partner Delphi and ORLEN OIL.
Rally Saudi Arabia 2025 - unofficial WRC2 Challenger classification after SS1:
1. Kajetanowicz/Szczepaniak (Toyota GR Yaris Rally2) 4:05.3

2. Cachón/Rozada (Toyota GR Yaris Rally2) +0.4

3. Gryazin/Aleksandrov (Škoda Fabia RS Rally2) +0.9

4. Schwarz/Raabe (Toyota GR Yaris Rally2) +1.2

5. Domínguez/Peñate (Toyota GR Yaris Rally2) +1.3

6. Virves/Viilo (Škoda Fabia RS Rally2) +1.5

7. Sarrazin/Roche (Citroën C3 Rally2) +2.0

8. Mauro/Pérez (Škoda Fabia RS Rally2) +3.7

9. Al-Kuwari/Bernacchini (Škoda Fabia RS Rally2) +5.3

10. Korhonen/Viinikka (Toyota GR Yaris Rally2) +5.5

***
More information about Kajetan Kajetanowicz and the team available at:

· www.kajto.pl 

· www.fb.com/EmocjeDoPelna
· www.fb.com/KajetanKajetanowicz
· www.instagram.com/kajtokajetanowicz/ 

· www.tiktok.com/@kajetan.kajetanowicz 

· www.twitter.com/Kajto_pl 

· www.youtube.com/Kajtopl
***

Kajetan Kajetanowicz – rally driver (Automobilclub of Poland), born on 5 March 1979 in Cieszyn; lives in Ustroń; member of the ORLEN Rally Team for a decade (until 2022 as the LOTOS Rally Team), European Rally Champion in 2015, 2016 and 2017, four-time Polish Rally Champion in 2010-2013. Twice runner-up in the World Rally Championship – WRC2 in 2019 and WRC3 in 2021. Third position in WRC3 in 2020, WRC2 Open in 2022 and WRC2 Challenger in 2024. Champion of the WRC2 Challenger category in 2023.

Ambassador of many social road safety campaigns: his own "Safe at the wheel" and "Great Journey of the Toddlers for Children"; ORLEN Champions on the road and "I drive, so I am sober – makes sense", as well as many pro-social activities, such as Global Compact Poland or National Children’s Reading. Awarded with the Silver Cross of Merit by the President of Republic of Poland in recognition of his role in popularisation and development of Polish sport, Fair Play Award received from the Polish Olympic Committee for sportsmanlike behaviour during Barum Rally Zlín in 2015.

Kajetan Kajetanowicz has also longtime experience as driving coach. For many years he has been promoting not only safety but also successfully persuades drivers to improve their driving skills.

Sixth consecutive top-three in the World Rally Championship!
In 2024 Kajetan Kajetanowicz and Maciej Szczepaniak continued their journey, which had started six years before. The ORLEN Rally Team crew entered the competition as reigning WRC2 Challenger champions. However, a closer look at the 2024 field made it obvious that it would not be an easy task to defend their title. The Polish duo continued to compete aboard their Škoda Fabia RS Rally2, prepared by Spanish tuner RaceSeven.

Kajetanowicz and Szczepaniak started their campaign with Safari Rally Kenya. It was their third outing in this event but the characteristics of the African round means that it presents a journey into unknown every time. Once again the ORLEN Rally Team crew proved that they are able to cope with Kenyan roads in excellent way, adapting very well to different circumstances. Kajto i Maciek won the WRC2 Challenger category, setting fastest times on twelve special stages along the way. 

Two months later Kajetanowicz and Szczepaniak arrived in picturesque Sardegna. The Italian organisers prepared a real sprint schedule, squeezing the whole competition into two days. The world champions have always fought for top results on Mediterranean island, so their ambitions were running high. The ORLEN Rally Team duo competed for a top-three finish since the beginning, although problems with finding proper setup of the car on twisty and rough roads made their challenge even more difficult. They took the fight right down the wire, finishing the rally less than four seconds behind the WRC2 Challenger podium.

A highlight of the 2024 season came in June, during ORLEN 80th Rally Poland – the Polish event returned to the World Rally Championship calendar. Kajetanowicz and Szczepaniak see their national white and red flags in every part of the world, with exciting support of the Polish fans, but competing in their home event always bring special emotions. Kajto and Maciek showed brilliant pace right from the beginning, setting top times in the WRC2 and WRC2 Challenger standings. In their quest for victory they trailed rally leaders – Toyota-supported duo of Sami Pajari and Enni Mälkönen – by less than nine seconds after Friday’s leg. However, a slight mishap on stage number eleven brought serious consequences. The crew hit some roadside stones, damaging the suspension of their Škoda, and the ORLEN Rally Team duo had to retire from the day. They returned to competition on Sunday, adding another stage win to their tally. Kajetanowicz and Szczepaniak did not score points in their home event, but left the beautiful Masuria region with pride, after providing huge crowd of fans with unforgettable excitement.

Stony gravel roads in Greece brought another challenge. If you want to score a good result in Acropolis Rally, at first you need to avoid many traps. The rally route is also a serious test for cars. This time the Greek WRC counter confirmed its reputation quite early. Just three Rally1 cars finished the rally in top ten, the rest of points-paying positions belonged to crews in Rally2 machines. Kajetanowicz and Szczepaniak fulfilled their plan from start to finish, wisely deciding when to push and when to manage their car. This approach brought them another top-three finish in the WRC2 Challenger standings and seventh position in the overall standings.

With little time to spare following the Greek event, the ORLEN Rally Team crew started their preparations ahead of Rally Chile, before completing a long journey to South America. Kajetanowicz and Szczepaniak wanted to settle their score with roads around Concepción and completed this task in impressive way. They set top-three WRC2 Challenger times on most special stages of two opening stages, battling against extremely difficult conditions, in thick fog. They could manage their pace over the the final stage, without any threat of losing valuable points, and finished Rally Chile in second position in their category.

After couple of months on gravel roads, it was time to move to asphalt stages. Before heading to Prague, for opening ceremony of Central European Rally, Kajto and Maciek completed the stages of Rally Silesia, a round of the Polish Rally Championship, as a course car, checking the safety along the route. During the WRC round they quickly adapted to tarmac competition, setting top times in the WRC2 Challenger standings. In German city of Passau, where the "rally of three countries" finished, they celebrated a solid fourth position which allowed them to move up into top-three in the championship standings.

For the third time in a row the season’s showdown – and the last event for the ORLEN Rally Team crew – took place in Japan. The Polish duo travelled to Asia with one clear goal: to defend their top-three position in the WRC2 Challenger standings. The challenge consisted not only of their competitors but also of difficult, technical tarmac roads with changeable characteristics, as well as unpredictable weather. It was clear from the very beginning that the battle in Japan would be tough. However, Kajetanowicz and Szczepaniak improved their pace and reached the rally finish in Toyota Stadium in fifth position among the WRC2 Challenger crews, celebrating their sixth consecutive podium position in the championship standings – which remains a unique and extraordinary success.

Kajetanowicz and Szczepaniak claim the World Rally Championship title!
The 2023 season was supposed to be the most challenging year in long and rich career of Kajetan Kajetanowicz, as the WRC2 Challenger category – created for non-factory cars – grew even stronger, with more than 100 crews classified in this category over the course of the season! 
Kajto and Maciek, representing the ORLEN Rally Team, started their 2023 campaign in Mexico – far away from home, facing a big challenge not only from competitive point of view but also as a logistics task for every team. The Polish crew climbed aboard well-known Škoda Fabia Rally2 evo, serviced by RaceSeven. After completing eighteen special stages (five tests were cancelled), the ORLEN Rally Team duo claimed fourth position in their category, finishing the rally as top non-factory team – winning the WRC2 Challenger classification! A successful beginning of the season left them with bigger appetite for more!

The Polish crew had to wait for next dose of rally excitement until Rally Italia Sardegna in June, when they started in a new Škoda Fabia RS Rally2 for the first time. Kajetanowicz had a chance to test this car during ORLEN 79th Rally Poland, where he drove a course car. In competition trim, on challenging Italian gravel stages, the car performed faultlessly and Kajto used its potential in great way. Fast pace and lack of mistakes brought yet another WRC2 Challenger victory and third place in the WRC2 standings!

However, there was no time to rest. The legendary Safari Rally, regarded as the most difficult WRC round, waited around the corner – at the end of June. The Polish duo added their second consecutive win in Kenyan wilderness, reaching the finish line with over 11 minutes in hand over second-placed rivals and scoring maximum amount of bonus points on the Hell’s Gate Power Stage! Double victory – in both WRC2 and WRC2 Challenger categories – brought them plenty of championship points and boded well for the remaining part of the season.

Another huge challenge arrived in September – Kajto knows how to win Acropolis Rally, achieving this feat in his European Rally Championship times. The Greek event is one of the most famous and challenging rounds in the whole WRC calendar. Rocky roads with deep ruts cause plenty of damage to cars and in 2023 the Polish crew also experienced some failures. Two punctures and problems with intercom resulted in significant time loss to the factory crews in fierce battle for the lead. In the end Kajetanowicz and Szczepaniak finished in sixth position in WRC2 and, despite failures, claimed second position among non-factory crews (WRC2 Challenger).

Rally Chile, on its return to the WRC calendar after three years’ break, marked another challenge for the ORLEN Rally Team. Kajetanowicz and Szczepaniak took part in this event for the first time and set a very good pace right from the beginning, going faster with every completed stage. After Saturday’s leg they held fifth position in the WRC2 standings and second among privateer teams (WRC2 Challenger) – fighting for the championship title in the latter category. They started the final day with a clear goal to fight for a podium, but a bitter disappointment waited around the corner. Following two punctures, the suspension did not withstand driving on a deflated tyre and the Polish crew did not score any points in Chile. Kajto and Maciek took a gamble which did not pay off but the fans remembered their heroic battle right until the end – they had to stop just two corners before the finish...

At the end of October Kajetanowicz and Szczepaniak switched from gravel to asphalt surface, starting the first ever edition of Central European Rally. This brand new WRC round took place in Austria, Czechia and Germany. Kajto and Maciek competed for the first time on tarmac in a new evolution of their Škoda Fabia, gaining experience at very fast pace. They did it in truly masterful style – among almost 30 WRC2 cars, including some factory crews, the Polish duo claimed third position in the WRC2 Challenger and WRC2 classifications!

The final round of the 2023 season took place in Japan, where Kajetan Kajetanowicz and Maciej Szczepaniak battled for the championship title. Making amends after last year’s misfortune, Kajetanowicz and Szczepaniak broke the spell of the Japanese counter, scoring second position and much-desired world championship title in the WRC2 Challenger category! This was fifth consecutive top-three finish in the World Rally Championship for the ORLEN Rally Team crew!
From Poland to the top of the world – over ten years of success for Kajetanowicz in international competition!

The rally passion of Kajetanowicz was born in Silesia, in southern Poland. This is where he made his first steps, driving an inconspicuous Fiat 126p. Even today Kajto still uses rally versions of "Toddlers" for his training and spectacular shows.

Kajetanowicz started with small, regional events, moving to national level in 2003. Afterwards he climbed the rally ladder, through different classes, up to the top level. He conquered the Polish rally world and remained undefeated in 2010-2013, claiming many championship titles.

One of turning points of his career happened at 70th Rally Poland, with a spectacular victory in front of his home crowd. This triumph sealed his fourth consecutive Polish Rally Championship title and opened the door to conquer Europe and, later, the whole rally world.

Kajetanowicz made his way to international competition in 2014, and was close to the top-three championship finish in his first European Rally Championship season. It was just the beginning: over the next three seasons he remained unbeaten in Europe. As the only driver in history of rallying, he claimed three consecutive European Rally Championship titles – from 2015 to 2017.

Kajetanowicz started another chapter of his career in 2018, focusing on the World Rally Championship. Starting from 2019, he has completed a full campaign every year, in categories for Rally2 cars. The Polish driver has quickly established his position among top WRC2/WRC3 competitors, claiming top-three championship positions in every season, from 2019 until now. He achieved his biggest success so far in 2023, winning the WRC2 Challenger category in the World Rally Championship.
TEAM PARTNERS

ORLEN S.A. 

ORLEN is an integrated multi-utility corporation, operating primarily in Central Europe. ORLEN provides energy and fuels to over 100 million European citizens and advanced products branded by the company are available in more than 100 countries on six continents.

The activities of the company include exploration of oil and natural gas, refining and sales of oil products, as well as production and distribution of energy. One of key elements of ORLEN’s mission is to lead the process of energy transition in the whole region.

The strategy of ORLEN is focused, among others, on increasing natural gas production, construction of four offshore wind farms, high-capacity energy storages and at least two small-scale nuclear plants. ORLEN plans to invest 350-380 billion PLN on its strategic goals until the end of 2035.

More about ORLEN 2035 strategy: Strategy 2035.

Delphi 

Delphi, a brand of PHINIA Inc., is a world aftermarket parts leader, building its strength through promoting talents of new generation, introducing innovations ahead of direct competitors, market-leading products and sophisticated servicing solutions – offering a better connection between today and tomorrow. The brand cares for constant development of car workshops, providing the mechanics with wide offer of Delphi Academy seminars. Through their Masters of Motion campaign, it shares with them its vast knowledge, experience and automotive market trends.

More information at www.delphiautoparts.com and academy.delphiautoparts.com.

ORLEN OIL

ORLEN OIL is a Polish company operating as a part of the Capital Group ORLEN – manufacturing and distributing lubricants to 81 countries on four continents. Based in Gdańsk, with plants in Gdańsk, Trzebinia, Jedlicz and Czechowice-Dziedzice, ORLEN OIL is a leading lubricants manufacturer in Poland, providing automotive, industrial and agricultural sectors with its products, responding to dynamic changes on the market. 
Product range of ORLEN OIL includes lubricants for many different branches of automotive and industrial market, offering products for various sectors and customers. Its portfolio includes lubricants for modern petrol and hybrid cars, motorcycles, trucks, agricultural equipment, as well as high-quality automotive fluids. ORLEN OIL develops and improve its products for industry – such as railroad, excavation or energetic sectors. 
ORLEN OIL actively pursues sponsorship and corporate social responsibility activities in various fields, engaging in international and national events. One of main sponsorship projects includes a team of ORLEN OIL Ambassadors, including world-class sportsmen – such as Kajetan Kajetanowicz.
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