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| The 2023 WRC2 Challenger Champion

| 2nd Driver in WRC2 2019, WRC3 2021

| 3rd Driver in WRC3 2020, WRC2 2022, WRC2 Challenger 2024
| European Rally Champion 2015, 2016, 2017

| Polish Rally Champion 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013





Alghero, 03.10.2026
A successful day for Kajetanowicz, the showdown gets closer

Crews taking part in Rally Italia Sardegna have already completed three days of thrilling competition. Kajetan Kajetanowicz and Maciej Szczepaniak covered more kilometres quickly and flawlessly, holding second position in the WRC2 Challenger category ahead ot the final leg of the Italian round of 2026 World Rally Championship.

After a service break – used for a brief rest, any necessary car repairs and setup changes – the competitors headed out for second loop of the same three special stages: Lerno-Sa Conchedda-Monti di Alà (24.14 kms), Coiluna-Loelle (24.83 kms) and Solorchè (12.86 kms). In total, they covered another run of over 60 competitive kilometres.

Kajetanowicz and Szczepaniak stood up to the challenge of the afternoon loop. They remained unfazed by rising temperatures and increasingly damaged roads, which certainly made the task difficult and took a heavy toll. At the start of the loop, the Poles posted third-fastest time among the WRC2 Challenger crews. The next stage saw the ORLEN Rally Team duo finish fifth, although the time loss was partially caused by a slow puncture. Some parts of the final test resembled a cross-country event, so Kajto and Maciek drove the final kilometres of the day at cautious pace. Overall, they maintain second place in the WRC2 Challenger standings and fourth in the overall WRC2 classification.

– We have completed the longest day of Rally Italia Sardegna. We are heading into Sunday with second place in the WRC2 Challenger standings. However, this year's world champion is driving very fast and I don't think I am able to match his pace. Hats off to him. We are fighting, for sure we will not give up and we will try to find even better setup. Of course, after a year-long break from gravel rallying it is not easy to know everything and to get good feeling instantly. However, I think we should be – and we are – pleased. It is even better than we expected. It is clear that we always want to fight for victory, but that is not always possible. It is a very tough rally and there are still four special stages to go. We will do everything to achieve the best possible result. We enjoy driving and this is very important – especially in such a difficult rally, demanding basically in every aspect, including physical one. Sardegna sometimes feels more like a cross-country event than a standard gravel rally. I was discussing this with the mechanics today, comparing Sardegna to Acropolis Rally, which is of course a beautiful event but although quite rocky, the roads are relatively smooth there and gravel stages here, on the Italian island, are not a walk in the park. Keep your fingers crossed for us tomorrow – commented Kajetan Kajetanowicz, the 2023 WRC2 Challenger champion.

The final day of Rally Italia Sardegna – and of the whole season – features four special stages, with two runs of Osilo-Tergu (23.71 kms) and the famous Sassari-Argentiera (7.10 kms) tests. The latter runs right along the Mediterranean coast for its final kilometres.

Starts of Kajetan Kajetanowicz are supported by title partner of the ORLEN Rally Team – ORLEN S.A., as well as technical partner Delphi and ORLEN OIL.
Rally Italia Sardegna 2026 – unofficial WRC2 Challenger standings after SS13:

1. Korhonen/Viinikka Toyota GR Yaris Rally2 2:50:56.2

2. Kajetanowicz/Szczepaniak Toyota GR Yaris Rally2 +1:53.4

3. Virves/Viilo Škoda Fabia RS Rally2 +1:56.5

4. Daprà/Guglielmetti Škoda Fabia RS Rally2 +2:47.8

5. Zaldivar/Der Ohannesian Škoda Fabia RS Rally2 +4:22.0

6. Mauro/Salvat Škoda Fabia RS Rally2 +12:44.6

7. Romagna/Lamonato Škoda Fabia RS Rally2 +19:32.4

8. Rath/Maier Ford Fiesta Rally2 +19:47.3

9. Granados/Martí Škoda Fabia RS Rally2 +24:06.7

10. Trentin/Ometto Škoda Fabia RS Rally2 +26:12.1

***
More information about Kajetan Kajetanowicz and the ORLEN Rally Team:
 www.kajto.pl
***

KAJETAN KAJETANOWICZ 
THE MOST SUCCESSFUL RALLY DRIVER IN POLAND
Kajetan Kajetanowicz was born on the 5th of March 1979 in Cieszyn, but has been associated with Ustroń since his childhood. He took his first steps in motorsport in 2000, competing in Rally Cieszyńska Barbórka in an unassuming Fiat 126p. His persistence in pursuing his goals, his "Never Give Up" attitude and his hard work have led him to the top of the rally world. Today, he enjoys success in the world's most prestigious series, remaining the most successful Polish rally driver, representing the ORLEN Rally Team.
AN ICON OF PASSION AND CONSISTENCY
Over 180 rallies, hundreds of special stages, and thousands of competitive kilometres – these are just some numbers from Kajetan’s career so far. Along with the number of starts, his collection of titles have also grown. Kajetanowicz won the Polish Rally Championship four times, adding three consecutive European Rally Championship titles – the only driver in history to do so – and in 2023 he claimed the WRC2 Challenger championship title. Furthermore, he finished six of his eight seasons in the World Rally Championship in top three.

MOST IMPORTANT NATIONAL SUCCESSES 
4 consecutive Polish Rally Championship titles from 2010 to 2013
3 victories in Rally Poland
8 wins in Rally Barbórka and 9 in Aces’ Competition at Karowa Street

OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENTS ON THE EUROPEAN STAGE

3 consecutive European Rally Championship titles from 2015 to 2017
VICTORIES AT THE TOP LEVEL IN THE WRC
2023 WRC2 Challenger championship title

6 consecutive top-three finishes in the World Rally Championship
Category wins in such iconic WRC rounds as Safari Rally (three consecutive victories), Acropolis Rally, Rally de Portugal, and Rally Italia Sardegna
INSPIRING PERSONALITY AND CHARISMA
Awarded the Silver Cross of Merit by the President of the Republic of Poland. Nominated in the Polish Sports Personality of the year contest in 2020, voted by his compatriots as the fourth-best athlete. Winner of the Fair-Play Award from the Polish Olympic Committee for his sportsmanship behaviour during Barum Rally Zlín in 2015.

ENERGY OF SPORT WITH THE POWER OF RESPONSIBILITY
Kajetanowicz has been promoting safety and proper behaviour in road traffic for years, and as a father of two children, the well-being of the youngest is particularly close to his heart. He promotes physical activity and engages in various pro-social and charity campaigns. He launched the "Safe at the wheel" campaign, acted as co-initiator and one of the faces of the "Great Journey of the Toddlers for Children" project and he is a honorary ambassador of the "National Children Reading in Poland" and "I drive, so I am sober" campaigns.
***
The ORLEN Rally Team Partners
ORLEN S.A. 

ORLEN is an integrated multi-energy company operating primarily in Central Europe. ORLEN provides energy and fuels to millions of people in European countries, and modern products under the company's brand are sold in over 100 countries on six continents.
The company's operations encompass crude oil and natural gas extraction, the processing and sale of petroleum products, and the generation and distribution of energy. One of the key elements of ORLEN's mission is to lead the energy transition in the region.
The goals of ORLEN's strategy include increasing gas production, building four offshore wind farms, large-scale energy storage facilities, and at least two small nuclear power plants. By the end of 2035, ORLEN plans to allocate between PLN 350 and 380 billion for strategic goals.
More about the ORLEN 2035 strategy can be found here: Strategia 2035.

Delphi
Delphi, a brand owned by PHINIA Inc., is a global leader in the aftermarket. It builds its strength by promoting next-generation talent, introducing innovations to the market before the competition, market-leading products, and intelligent service solutions, ensuring better and more connected services today and tomorrow. The brand's goal is to develop solutions that enable service centres to ensure longer and better performance throughout the life of vehicles worldwide.
ORLEN OIL

ORLEN OIL is a Polish company operating within the ORLEN S.A. Capital Group, producing and distributing lubricants to 81 countries on four continents. Headquartered in Gdańsk, with plants in Gdańsk, Trzebinia, Jedlicze, and Czechowice-Dziedzice, the company has long maintained a leading position in the domestic production of lubricants for the automotive, industrial, and agricultural sectors, responding to dynamically changing market needs.
ORLEN OIL offers products for a wide range of automotive and industrial sectors, meeting the needs of various sectors and customers. Therefore, the company's portfolio includes engine oils for modern passenger cars, two-wheelers, trucks, agricultural equipment, and high-quality operating fluids. ORLEN OIL is also consistently expanding and improving its products for industry, including the railway, mining, and energy sectors.
ORLEN OIL actively pursues sponsorship and corporate social responsibility initiatives in numerous areas, engaging in international and national events. One of its key sponsorship projects is the creation of a team of ORLEN OIL Ambassadors, which includes world-class athletes, including Kajetan Kajetanowicz.
***
Contact:
Press office 
media@kajto.pl
+48 734 411 066
www.kajto.pl
***

Social media:

www.fb.com/KajetanKajetanowicz
www.instagram.com/kajtokajetanowicz/
www.tiktok.com/@kajetan.kajetanowicz
www.twitter.com/Kajto_pl
www.youtube.com/Kajtopl
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